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Abstract

The National Health Insurance Law is based upon the principles of justice, equality
and mutual help but in fact, there are health gaps among the citizens of the State of
Israel, especially those in the settlements of the Bedouin dispersion.

In developing countries around the world, care is given to populations which are
similar in their social-economic conditions to the Bedouin one; namely, residents in
rural areas distant from medical services, are treated by mobile clinics.

In order to actualize a similar solution in the State of Israel, a survey aimed to
evaluate the needs of the Bedouin population is a good starting point from which one
can plan the deployment of mobile and efficient health services regarding the
location and the frequency of the mobile clinic visits at the Bedouin village.

The Bedouin population counts approximately 250 thousand residents out of which
approximately 75 thousand (unofficial number) are living in unrecognized villages in
the Dispersion. Three main roads in the north of Har Hanegev along which the
unrecognized villages are spread are : road 31, road 25 and road 40.

In the villages of the Bedouin Dispersion there are sanitation issues and as a result
of that, the Dispersion suffers from unique health problems.

The initial medical services available for the Dispersion residents who are insured in
the health services, are located in thirteen community clinics in known villages. In
these clinics there are accessibility and availability problems for the residents of the
community. The health services for the residents of the " Unrecognized villages" are
not accessible, there is lack of clinics and family health stations and there are issues
in the existing health services. To date, there is a real need to establish an alignment
of mobile clinics which will provide initial medical services and thus respond to the
needs of the population in the Bedouin Dispersion.

The research methodology chosen is the quantitative one in order to evaluate with
statistic the needs which was based on the collection of quantitative date from the
field using close-end questionnaires. The research sample included 107 participants
from unrecognized villages: Suin with 1200 residents; Hasham-Zana with 2000
residents and Bir EI-Hamam with 2600 residents.

The findings of the research indicated that the process of a visit to the clinic lasts
between 4 and 6 hours while mostly the visit to the clinic is done in order to take
care of the children. It was also found out that the distance of the health clinic
constitutes a most meaningful consideration whether to accept medical care or
waive it.
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